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 This poem is by Brian Patten.

Year 6 Summer test 1: Part A

Geography Lesson

Our teacher told us one day he would leave 

And sail across a warm blue sea 

To places he had only known from maps, 

And all his life had longed to be.

The house he lived in was narrow and grey 

But in his mind’s eye he could see 

Sweet-scented jasmine clinging to the walls, 

And green leaves burning on an orange tree.

He spoke of the lands he longed to visit, 

Where it was never drab or cold. 

I couldn’t understand why he never left, 

And shook off the school’s stranglehold.

Then halfway through his final term 

He took ill and never returned, 

And he never got to that place on the map 

Where the green leaves of the orange trees burned.

The maps were redrawn on the classroom wall; 

His name was forgotten, it faded away. 

But a lesson he never knew he taught 

Is with me to this day.

I travel to where the green leaves burn 

To where the ocean’s glass-clear and blue, 

To all those places my teacher taught me to love 

But which he never knew.



 This text is taken from Five Children and It by E. Nesbit. 

Year 6 Summer test 1: Part B
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The Creature  
in the Sand

The children stood round the hole in a ring, looking at the creature they  

had found. It was worth looking at. Its eyes were on long horns like a snail’s 

eyes, and it could move them in and out like telescopes; it had ears like a 

bat’s ears, and its tubby body was shaped like a spider’s and covered with 

thick soft fur; its legs and arms were furry too, and it had hands and feet  

like a monkey’s.

 ‘What on earth is it?’ Jane said. ‘Shall we take it home?’

 The thing turned its long eyes to look at her and said –

 ‘Does she always talk nonsense, or is it only the rubbish on her head 

that makes her silly?’

 It looked scornfully at Jane’s hat as it spoke.

 ‘She doesn’t mean to be silly,’ Anthea said gently; ‘we none of us do, 

whatever you may think! Don’t be frightened; we don’t want to hurt you, 

you know.’

 ‘Hurt me!’ it said. ‘Me frightened? 

Upon my word! Why, you talk as if I were 

nobody in particular.’ All its fur stood out 

like a cat’s when it is going to fight.

 ‘Well,’ said Anthea, still kindly, 

‘perhaps if we knew who you are in 

particular we could think of something 

to say that wouldn’t make you angry. 

Everything we’ve said so far seems to have done so. Who are you?  

And don’t get angry! Because really we don’t know.’

 

Five children – Robert, Anthea, Jane, Cyril and the Baby – explore a gravel pit 

near their new home. When they dig a hole in the sand they are surprised to 

find a strange creature.
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 ‘You don’t know?’ it said. ‘Well, I knew the world had changed – but – 

well, really –Do you mean to tell me seriously you don’t know a Psammead 

when you see one?’

 ‘A Sammyadd? That’s Greek to me.’

 ‘So it is to everyone,’ said the creature sharply. ‘Well, in plain English, 

then, a Sand-fairy. Don’t you know a Sand-fairy when you see one?’

 It looked so grieved and hurt that Jane hastened to say, ‘Of course I see 

you are, now. It’s quite plain now one comes to look at you.’

 ‘You came to look at me, several sentences ago,’ it said crossly, 

beginning to curl up again in the sand.

 ‘Oh – don’t go away again! Do talk some more,’ Robert cried. ‘I didn’t 

know you were a Sand-fairy, but I knew directly I saw you that you were 

much the wonderfullest thing I’d ever seen.’

 The Sand-fairy seemed a shade less disagreeable after this.

 ‘It isn’t talking I mind,’ it said, ‘as long as you’re reasonably civil. But 

I’m not going to make polite conversation for you. If you talk nicely to me, 

perhaps I’ll answer you, and perhaps I won’t. Now say something.’

 Of course no one could think of anything to say, but at last Robert 

thought of ‘How long have you lived here?’ and he said it at once.

 ‘Oh, ages – several thousand years,’ replied the Psammead.

 ‘Tell us about it. Do.’

 ‘It’s all in books.’

 ‘You aren’t!’ Jane said. ‘Oh, tell us everything you can about yourself!  

We don’t know anything about you, and you are so nice.’

 The Sand-fairy smoothed his long rat-like whiskers and smiled  

between them.

 ‘Do please tell!’ said the children all together.
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Geography Lesson

1  Who is the poem about? 

  
2c

 1 mark

3  Read this line from the poem.

 The house he lived in was narrow and grey

 Why has the poet chosen to use the phrase narrow and grey?  

 Tick the best answer.

 The phrase narrow and grey fits in with the rhyming scheme. 

 The poet is describing his teacher’s house, which was narrow    
and was grey in colour.

 The phrase narrow and grey has the right rhythm. 

 The poet is describing his teacher’s life, which was limited to  
a narrow range of experiences, and was grey and unexciting. 

  
2g

 1 mark

2  Which of these patterns describes the rhyming scheme in this poem?  

 Tick one. 

 ABBA    ABAB    ABCB    AABB   
2f

 1 mark

  
2a

 1 mark

4  The poet’s teacher didn’t like the British climate. 

 Find and copy one sentence from the poem that tell you this. 



51© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2015 You may photocopy this page

Year 6 Summer test 1: Part A

5  Look at these lines from the poem.

 Then halfway through his final term 
He took ill and never returned, 
And he never got to that place on the map 
Where the green leaves of the orange trees burned.

 What do these lines tell you about the poet’s teacher?  

 Write two things in your own words. 

1 

 2 
  
2d

 2 marks

7  Read the fifth verse, beginning The maps were redrawn…  

 What point does the poet make in this verse? Tick one.

 He remembers a lesson his teacher taught him. 

 His teacher didn’t know him very well. 

 New maps have replaced the old maps his teacher used. 

 He can’t remember his teacher. 
  
2b

 1 mark

6  Draw lines to match each phrase with what it tells you about the poet’s teacher.

 Phrase The poet’s teacher

  
2a

 1 mark

the school’s stranglehold

His name was forgotten

in his mind’s eye he 
 could see

failed to make a mark  
 in the world

had a vivid imagination

felt trapped in his job

/ 4
 Total for this page
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9  The poem is about a lesson the poet learned. What lesson did he learn?  

 Tick the best answer.

 That there are places where the ocean is glass-clear and blue. 

 That travelling is fun and educational. 

 That some people die before they retire. 

 That you should not put off doing the things you love. 
  
2d

 1 mark

8  Why has the poet chosen the title Geography Lesson? Tick one.

 The poem is about a school geography lesson. 

 The poem is about a lesson the poet was taught about geography. 

 The poem is about a lesson the poet was taught by a teacher who  
was interested in geography. 

 The poem gives the reader a lesson in geography. 
  
2c

 1 mark
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1  Draw lines to match each part of the creature’s body to its description. 

 Body part Description

  
2b

 1 mark

The Creature in the Sand

2  From what you learn in the text, tick to show whether the following are  

 true or false.

True False

The Psammead is thousands of years old.

The Psammead lives in the gravel pit.

Psammead is a Latin word.   
2b

 2 marks

3  Read these lines from the text.

 ‘Tell us about it. Do.’
 ‘It’s all in books.’
 ‘You aren’t!’ Jane said. ‘Oh, tell us everything you can about yourself!  

We don’t know anything about you, and you are so nice.’

 Why does Jane say to the Psammead, you are so nice?  

  
  
2d

 1 mark

ears

eyes

body

hands and feet

like a monkey’s

like a spider’s

like a snail’s

like a bat’s

 



54 © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2015 You may photocopy this page

Year 6 Summer test 1: Part B

/ 4
 Total for this page

5  Look at these sentences that the writer uses in the text.

 ‘Does she always talk nonsense, or is it only the rubbish on her head 
that makes her silly?’

 ‘So it is to everyone,’ said the creature sharply. 
 ‘You came to look at me, several sentences ago,’ it said crossly, 

beginning to curl up again in the sand.
 ‘If you talk nicely to me, perhaps I’ll answer you, and perhaps I won’t.’ 

 Why has the writer included these sentences? 

 
  
2g

 1 mark

6  Number these events to show the order in which they happen.  

 The first one has been done for you.

  Robert asks the creature to stay and talk.

 1  The creature insults Jane.    

  The creature tells the children who it is.   

  Anthea reassures the creature that they mean it no harm.

  The creature is offended because the children don’t know who it is.   
2f

 1 mark

4  The Psammead is vain. 

 Explain how you know this, using the text to support your answer.  

 

 

  
2d

 2 marks
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7  What mood does the writer create in this scene? Tick one.

 mysterious    

 amusing   

 exciting    

 frightening 
  
2c

 1 mark

8  What genre does this text belong to? Tick the best answer.

 realistic fiction  

 historical fiction 

 play script  

 mystery 

 fantasy 
  
2f

 1 mark


